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The Supreme Leader of Iran on the Importance and Role
of Islamic Philosophy in the Islamic Civilization

Abdullah Muhammadi'

The Supreme Leader of Iran has regarded Islamic Philosophy as al-Figh
the Great highlighting that philosophy is compatible with Shari’ah and
that it is the most significant means to defend faith and to answer
religious doubts. He is of the view that Islamic philosophy particularly
Sadraian account is the most efficient factor for the realization and
progress of Islamic civilization and that such a discipline is to be
explained in Iran, the cradle of Islamic philosophy, and then to be
presented to the world internationally and in different frames. From
among his highlighted points in the course of the promotion of Islamic
philosophy discourse and enrichment of the Islamic civilization are:
dealing with political and social dimensions and comparative philosophy,
training competent researcher, and meeting the needs of modern man as
per the intellectual system of Muslim theosophists. His Holiness has
stipulated that not only philosophy is not an obstacle to spirituality, but
also is a good source of its enrichment and that transcendent theosophy is
the best spiritualizing system of philosophy.

Keywords: Ayatullah Khamenei. Islamic philosophy, Islamic civilization,
transcendent theosophy.
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The Islamic Revolution and Religious Revival

Muhammad Mahdi Abbasi'
Muhammad Razavi’
Sayyid Uysuf Musavi’

The Islamic Revolution of Iran is regarded as the greatest political event
in the history of Iran that changed cultural social and political system of
Iran establishing a new ideology, instead. No revolution might be
victorious without intellectual grounds and deep development of thought.
The Islamic Revolution of Iran was thus the outcome of improvement of
Islamic thought by the religious reformist intellectuals’ efforts and the
leaders of Islamic movements. Islam was the most influential factor in
the victory of the Revolution. Accordingly, many political and social
analysts have named the Iranian Revolution a religious one. It thus came
to uproot Pahlavi’s regime of westernization and secularization and to
bring about religious revival and social reforms.

Religious revival means to remove heresies and superstitions from the
face of religion and to highlight the unnoticed true religious doctrines. This
essay has regarded religious revival as a research project in the course of
which two groups of religious intellectuals are working differently. In
contrast to other patterns of revival, Imam Khomeini, the greatest reviver
of religion, led the Islamic Revolution as a unique and unprecedented one.
It is unprecedented in the fact that it changed the paradigm and concept of
revival in its most comprehensive form and meaning through traditional
means and facilities. Some constituents of such a revival dealt with here
are: social justice, socio-political freedom, establishment of an Islamic
government, religious democracy, and the revival of Islamic unity.

Keywords: the Islamic Revolution, the revival of religion, justice,
freedom, religious democracy, Imam Khomeini.
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Mulla Sadra on the Religious Sovereignty and its
Characteristics

Maliheh Khudabandeh Bayigi'

Mulla Sadra’s transcendent theosophy has been explained and elaborated by
many celebrated thinkers; there are some angles of it particularly political
ones have not been spotted duly, though. This is while, his philosophy has
the capacity to propose intellectual foundations necessary for politics.

There in transcendent theosophy are specific studies on politics such as
the guardianship of jurist authorities; in his al-Asfar al-Arba’ah, Mulla
Sadra has talked about the head of the city and the relation between
politics and shari’ah as a source of comprehensive political philosophy
which might answer social demands. In this essay, the author has dealt
with Mulla Sadra on religious sovereignty. In the course of this study, the
political authority of prophets and Imams and also legal jurist authorities
[mujtahedin] and their qualifications have been studied. The outcome of
this article is that the government should be in the hands of perfect a man,
because he is the guided one to guide mankind towards true happiness. The
earth will not ever be left without a divine authority; prophets and divine
saints are heads and leaders of all peoples towards Allah Almighty.

Having enumerated specific qualifications for the ruler, Mulla Sadra
goes on to consider them as the preparation of prophets and imams to
acquire the post of guardian both over the cosmos and Divine Law.

During Imam Mahdi’s occultation, the authority over the Islamic
community ought to be granted to a person most similar to the Imam and
stands after him in perfection. Mulla Sadra argues for the government of a
divine mystic and godly sage during this time. All individuals of the
society must obey him; this is called “the absolute guardianship of jurist”.

Keywords: religious sovereignty, Mulla Sadra, prophets and the imams,
jurist authority.
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Transcendent Theosophy in the Passage of Time: From
Seclusion to Altruism

Hamedeh Rastaii'

The issue of “other” and different sorts of human ties and their outcomes
have drawn the attention contemporary western Philosophers; they have
not been proposed as separate problems by Muslim philosophers, yet.
Viewing transcendent philosophy current among Muslim philosophers
who have thus been making use of vision and intuitions in epistemology
and inspired by mysticism in ontology, they did as expected express less
concern in the issue of “other” and “collective life”. However, a glance at
Mulla Sadra’s ideas shows that transcendent theosophy has the capacity
to intervene in social and individual fields, as he sometime chose
seclusion and sometime altruism.

Keywords: “other”, transcendent theosophy, time, Mulla Sadra,
Imam Khomeni.
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The Qur’anic Wisdom as the Aim of the Islamic Revolution

Muhammad Fakir Meibodi’

According to the classification made by the philosophers, wisdom is
classified into two sections: theoretical and practical applicable to the
Qur’an by a little less precision. In the Qur’an, Allah has talked about
wisdom and the wise in many cases such as “certainly We gave Lugman
wisdom”, “this is out of what your Lord has revealed to you of wisdom”,
and “and to teach them the Book and wisdom”. By wisdom in the above
verses, He means: sound creeds and doctrines, practices such as saying
prayers, biding what is good and forbidding what is evil, correct familial
ties, negation of extravagance, moderation in consumption, due social
behavior, respecting the lives and properties of others and sound
economic relations, regulating right sexual behaviors and the like. Here
the question is: “what is the relation between the Qur’anic wisdom and
the Islamic Revolution?” (the question of research). Having referred to
the Qur’an exegetical traditions and demonstrative arguments (method if
research), the author goes to explain the Qur’anic wisdom which in the
field of theory comprises: the clarification of ideological foundations of
Origin and the Return, the principles of system of divine guardianship,
and in practical wisdom it comprises: performing religious obligations,
respecting individual and social rights, enactment of penal Law,
acquiring divine traits (findings), in order to establish a society according
to the Qur’anic verdicts and doctrines (the aim of research).

Keywords: the exegesis of the Qur’an, wisdom, theoretical wisdom,
the Qur’anic wisdom, the Islamic Revolution.
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English Abstracts

Eschatology and Religious Government

Muhammad Rezapur'

In what follows, the author intends to study eschatology in order to
vindicate the necessity of Islamic government. Eschatology constitutes
some fields of faith and reason transactions in the course of which
religious texts have opened new horizons for intellectual contemplations
expanding on the scope of knowledge beyond death. The hereafter life has
helped metaphysician’s argument for the necessity of prophets and cleared
up the related objections. Theocracy has its own various foundations the
most important of which are our belief in creeds moralities and the role of
our adopted treatments here in the lifestyle of the hereafter. The
significance of hereafter happiness or damnation is too critical to ignore
the importance of religious government so that the mere probability
suffices to prove the irrationality of irreligious government and politics.
According to the intellect, every civil administration and discipline without
eschatological complement is foolish. Hereafter life and eschatology
provide us with insight in the mind and strength in practice.

Keywords: eschatology, belief in the hereafter, religious government, the
falseness of secularism, the necessity of prophethood, the metaphysicians’
argument for prophethood.
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