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Allameh Tabatabaii on Faith and Reason
and his Response to the Celebrated Viewsin
hisal-Mizan

Mahmoud Elyasi~

The relationship between faith and reason has aways been controversial in the
history of human thought. fideism and rationalism are two important and prominent
views in this regard, which have their fans in an extreme way. Allameh Tabatabaii
has adopted a moderate rationalism. In the upcoming research, after the definition of
faith and reason in the late Allameh's point of view, the most important viewpoints
about the issue are investigated through a descriptive-analytica method. The
findings show that this attitude is based on conventional rationality, which believes
that faith and reason are in complete harmony with each other and are constantly
interacting by taking advantage of each other's achievements.

Similarly, there is compatibility between faith and reason, and the conflicts that
might be seen between religious texts and human knowledge are prima facie and at
first view to be resolved by the reasonable guidance of the Holy Quran and the
tradition of the infallible Imams.

Keywords: reason, faith, relationship between faith and reason, Allameh
Tabatabaii, Tafsir al-Mizan.

s A 3rd grade student of Qom seminary/ the author in charge (elyas mahmood74@gmail.com).
%% An associate Professor a Imam Khomeini Educational and Research Ingtitute
(mjafaril25@yahoo.com).
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Allameh Tabatabaii and the Challenges of
Transcendent Wisdom in the philosophical
explanation of Bodily Resurrection, Return and
Revival of the Dead

M asoumeh Sadat Salek%

According to the principles of transcendent wisdom, corpored reincarnation means
the return of souls to other bodies in this corporeal world and it is impossible. In his
definition of corpored reincarnation, Mulla Sadra expands the scope of its impossibility
to any return of souls to bodies, so much so that the absolute application of this definition
gpparently includes undisputed cases such as bodily resurrection, return (Parousia) and
revivad of the dead in this world. This is while the impossbility of corpored
reincarnation is supported by many foundations and principles of transcendent wisdom,
and any wavering in the mentioned impossibility can penetrate into these foundations.
On the other hand, cases such as return, revival of the dead and bodily resurrection are
considered to be undisputed doctrines of Shiism. This point prompted a character like
Allameh Tabatabaii, as a follower of this philosophica school, to preserve the principles
of this school from one side and to give an explanation as per Mulla Sadras view about
the above-mentioned issues, from another sde.

In her paper, the author has tried to study how far Allameh has been succeeded to
stay faithful to the principles of transcendent wisdom in his philosophical explanation
of physical resurrection, return and reviva of the dead. Of course, Allameh does not
follow one single path in the said three issues. In the resurrection of the dead, he
bypasses reincarnation by giving the soul an active role; in the doctrine of return, he
proposes and examines the possibility of several definitions of this event; but in the
physical resurrection, he seems to distance himself from Sadrali's point of view.

Keywords: Allameh Tabatabaii, Mulla Sadra, transcendent wisdom, corporeal
reincarnation, physical resurrection, return (Parousia/second coming),
resurrection of the dead.

s A PhD. holder in Idamic Philosophy, Bagira a-Ulum University (m.s.salek110@gmail.com).
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A Comparative Study of the Function of
Philosophical Foundationsin the Inter pretation of
the Verses on Descriptive Attributesin al-Mizan,

and al-Tahrir wa al-Tanweer

Ma'sume Forati

Descriptive (predicative) attributes of God are those mentioned in the Holy
Quran and hadiths, such as the attribution of hand, face, ascending the Throne, etc.
to God, which human reason fails to understand their sound and true meanings in the
case of God. Therefore, different theories and views have been offered about them.
In these views and in the interpretation of such attributes, there is controversy about
the role of reason. Some scholars, like the traditionalists, deny the role of reason
altogether. Others, like the Mu'tazilites, have turned to extreme rationalism, or, like
the Imamiyyah, adopted a moderate view of rationalism.

In her paper, the author deals with a comparative study of the function of reason
in the interpretation of the Qur'anic verses on descriptive attributes of God in the two
exegeses of a-Mizan and a-Tahrir wa Tanweer. For data collection, the method is
library reference, for examination it is reference to narration and revelation and for
information processing a descriptive-analytical method has been adopted.

Allameh Tabatabaii considers these verses to be ambiguous and have thus
interpreted them according to the wisdom and traditions of the Ahl-u a-Beit
(PBUT). In his a-Tahrir wa Tanweer, Ibn Ashour -one of the scholars of the
Malekis of Tunisia, expresses a tendency towards the Ashari sect, but in the
interpretation of these verses, he criticized and rejected the Ash'ari opinion by
quoting traditions from the great Prophet of Islam. Having paid attention to reason,
he interprets these attributes rejecting the literal and prima facie meanings of them.

Keywords: the Holy Qur'an, descriptive (predicative) attributes, theosophical and
philosophical foundations, al-Mizan, al-Tahrir wa Tanweer, |bn Ashur,
Allameh Tabatabaii.

s a4th grade student educated at Al-Zahra University (forati323@gmail.com).
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The semantics of Divine Attributesfrom the
viewpoints of Allameh Tabatabaii and Ayatollah
Maleki Miangi (theory of equivocation or univocation)

Ozra Shahriari Ranjbar ¥

As one of the most central topics of epistemology, semantics of divine attributes
deals with whether the same meaning understood from the attributes of creatures can
aso be attributed to the divine Essence or there is no similarity between the meaning
of divine attributes and those of human.

For a precise understanding of this topic, the opinions of Allameh Tabatabai and
Ayatollah Maeki Mianji have been examined. Since Allameh Tabatabai as a thinker and
theologian is a pioneer of the Neo-Sadraian school, and Ayatollah Maeki Mianji is dso
one of the thinkers of the Tafkik school, the examination of the opinions of the two
scholars will provide a better understanding of the verses and traditions about divine
attributes providing the scientific community with a sound knowledge about the issue.

Allameh Tabatabaii's theological view on the semantics of divine attributes is
based on the principles of transcendent wisdom -highlighting the primacy of
existence and the gradation of existence along with the theory of "univocation and
gradation of existence'- that prepares the ground for knowing divine attributes
through reason and in a positive way. Having emphasized the principles of the
Tafkik school, Ayatollah Maliki Mianeji, however, considered knowing God to be
exclusive to innate knowledge, and while emphasizing the incompetence of reason
in this regard, he came to believe in "the theory of equivocation”. The analytical and
descriptive study of the views of the two scholars is the subject of this article. The
scope of data collection is also limited to their books. For further explanation,
professors and their like-minded people have been consulted, wherever necessary.

Keywords: univocation and equivocation, semantics, the position of meaning and
instance, innate knowledge, intellectual knowledge, Allameh Tabatabaii,
Ayatollah Maleki Mianegji.

s A researcher educated in theology and Islamic beliefs at the University of Hadith Sciences
(azbano@yahoo.com).
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How Satan Represents Himself in the Material
World according to the Philosophical
Inter pretation of Allameh Tabatabaii

|smail Soltani Bairami

One of the imperceptible phenomena of the world of creation is Satan (Iblis).
How he represents himself in the material world is a matter the present article
explains in the light of Allameh Tabatabaii through an analytical-descriptive
method. As per Allameh's account, there are four views on how Satan may represent
himself, which are: 1. the transformation of nature: this means that during his
representation, Satan changes into another nature and essence; 2. Satan inheres in
the form of a human body, namely during representation, he penetrates into human
body and becomes visible and does things like human work; 3. Since he is of subtle
bodies, Satan can appears in the shape and form of a non-subtle body during
representation; 4. capturing the faculty of perception of mankind, Satan becomes
able to show himself to people.

The late Allameh considers Jinn and Iblis incorporeal like angels. According to
his opinion, what happens during representation is not in the essence and nature of
Iblis; rather, he captures the faculty of human perception and senses and then
represents himself according to the purpose expected from representation.

Keywords: representation of Satan, transformation of nature and essence, theory of
immanence, appearance in the form of a body.

s An assstant Professor of Imam Khomeini Educationa and Research Center (soltani @iki.ac.ir).
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Eternity of the Soul in the Quranic Attitude of the
Sages with an Emphasis on the Philosophical
Thoughts of Allameh Tabatabaii in hisal-Mizan

GurbanAli Karimzadeh Qaramalekiﬁe

Immortality of soul is one of the important and fundamental topics in theological
systems, especialy in Idamic philosophy. This issue has won the attention of Mudim
thinkers with philosophical, theological, mystical and Quranic approaches. In Idamic
philosophy, it has been emphasized that soul, due to its incorporeality and simplicity,
is absolutely free from corruption and decay, which is caused by the accidents of
material things and composite bodies; souls, however, remain forever and are eterna
due to the endurance of their abstract causes. From among the thinkers with
philosophical and interpretative approaches to this issue, the late Allameh Tabatabaii
reflected on the issue in his works, especidly in his d-Mizan, inferring pure and
valuable materials from religious texts, especially from the verses of the Holy Quran.

The present study investigates and explains the immortality of man from the
perspective of the Holy Quran with the descriptive-analytical method, focusing on
the opinions and philosophical and exegetic thoughts of Allameh Tabatabaii. the
upshot of his study is that the Holy Quran presents a three-pronged schema about the
immortality of man; 1. Endurance of human life before the resurrection in the
purgatory world; 2. Resurrection from the graves on the Day of Judgment; 3.
Identity of the afterlife body with the worldly body as per the hereafter world. The
description and analysis of these three claims, centered on the opinions and thoughts
of Allameh Tabatabaii, are the most important findings of the present research.

Keywords: the immortality of soul, the purgatory, physical resurrection, spiritual
resurrection, exegesis of the Holy Qur'an, al-Mizan, Allameh Tabatabaii.

s An associate professor, Department of Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Theology and
Islamic Studies, Tabriz University (g.karimzadeh@tabrizu.ac.ir).



Belief in Divine Causality in Answering Prayers
and its Non-contradiction with Natural laws from
Allameh Tabatabaii's Viewpoint

Mahdi Ikhlasi Fardad "

Prayers require analysis from various angles; Because believing in prayer on the
one hand shows the divine agency in the universe and on the other hand gives hope
to man in facing and warding off unfortunate disasters. More importantly, the
realization of the answer to prayer occurs in the process of an organization, in which
the law of causdlity is one of its fundamental principles. Therefore, veiwing the
profound effects of the ingtitution of prayer in the belief system, it is necessary to
present a coherent point of view arising from reality. For this purpose, many efforts
have been made to analyze how prayer is answered, so that some consider prayer to
be the result of divine intervention and as a violation of the laws of nature. In
contrast, some have denied the realization of a phenomenon in the law-enforced
world of nature as a result of prayer being answered. In the meantime, through his
comprehensive view of the Qur'an and intellection, Allameh Tabatabaii came to
analysis the issue in the system of the laws of nature. In his paper which is a
reflection of his works, the author first examines the real concept of prayer through
the analytical-documentary method, and then analyzes the answer to prayer as the
ground for divine agency in the system of laws governing nature.

The obtained results show that the answer to prayer does not go against the laws
of nature; nonetheless it should be noted that the cause of any phenomenon is not
exclusive to its celebrated causes, and the process of answering prayer can be
explained by the influence of supernatural causes.

Keywords: answer to prayer, laws of nature, divine causality, natural causes,
supernatural causes, Allameh Tabatabaii

s Educated at the 3rd level of the seminary and specialized center of jurisprudence of A'imeh
Athar, Qom (mehdi.ekhlasi.fardad@gmail .com).
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